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Information on Tuition Fee and Local / Non-local Status

The Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) announced on 31 July 2025,
the revision of the eligibility criteria for government-subsidized post-secondary student places and
subsidies, introducing two categories of tuition fees and revising the eligibility criteria. Please refer to
the Government’s press release for details:

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202507/31/P2025073100290.htm?fontSize=2

Tuition Fees Categories in 2027/28 Academic Year

Category Tuition Fees
Subsidized
tuition fees HK$49,500-

Applicable to \

Local students eligible for government subsidized tuition fees

Non-subsidized

tuition fees HK$260,000-

e Local students not eligible for government subsidized
tuition fees

¢ Non-local students

October 2027

P.1/2 B bR


https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202507/31/P2025073100290.htm?fontSize=2

B EENEAS
1 ¥ THE HONG KONG
le} UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY

FRBERABEBE
UNDERGRADUATE RECRUITMENT AND ADMISSIONS OFFICE

Local / Non-local status and the eligibility criteria depend on the type of identity documents held by
applicants and meeting of residency requirement (if applicable), please refer to the table below for
information:

Local /
Non- . Tuition Fees
Category local Type of Identity Document Hold Category
Status
CATI1 Local HKID Card (Permanent) Slfb.S'd'zed
tuition fees
Documents issued by the Immigration Subsidized
CATI-2 Local Department of the HKSAR showing right to "
. . tuition fees
land / right of abode in Hong Kong
. Subsidized
CATI-3 Local One-way Permit for entry to Hong Kong tuition fees
Dependant visa / entry permit (for students who
were below 18 years old when first issued with
) such visa / entry permit by the Immigration Subsidized
CATI-S Local Department of the HKSAR) AND meet tuition fees
residency requirement
=>» Click here for residency requirement
CATI-9 Local Visa label for unconditional stay Slfb.S'd'zed
tuition fees

|
Non-subsidized

CATII-4 Local Full-time employment visa / work permit "
tuition fees

Dependant visa / entry permit (for students who
were below 18 years old when first issued with

CATII-5 Local such visa / entry permit by the Immigration Non-subsidized
Department of the HKSAR) BUT DO NOT tuition fees
meet residency requirement

=> Click here for residency requirement

CATII-6 Local Visa _/ E_ntry permit for Quality Migrant Nc_n?-sub5|d|zed
Admission Scheme tuition fees

CATII-7 Local Visa / Entry permit for Capital Investment Ngr]-subsmlzed
Entrant Scheme tuition fees
Visa / Entry permit for Admission Scheme for Non-subsidized

CATII-8 Local the Second Generation of Chinese Hong Kong tuition fees
Permanent Residents

CATII-NLS1 Non-local | Student visa / entry permit Nqn?-sub5|d|zed

tuition fees

CATII-NLS2 Non-local Visa / Entry permit under the Immigration NC.)r.l-SUbSIdlzed
Arrangements for Non-local Graduates tuition fees
Dependant visa / entry permit (for students who

CATII-NLS3 Non-local = Were 18 years old or above when they were Non-subsidized

issued with such visa / entry permit by the tuition fees

Immigration Department of the HKSAR)

Applicants must immediately report to the Undergraduate Recruitment and Admissions Office any
change to their identity documents that may affect their local / non-local status, nationality, or eligibility
status. Based on the documents submitted, an applicant's identity category may be updated, resulting
in a corresponding change to the applicable admissions scheme; any offer made under the initial
scheme will be cancelled, and the applicant will be reconsidered in competition with other eligible
applicants under the appropriate scheme. If any information or documents provided in the application,
such as local / non-local status, nationality, or supporting documents, are found to be inaccurate,
misleading, or altered, the admission application and/or offer will be revoked. All fees paid will not be
refunded.
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CATI-5 Requirements and Supporting Documents

In order to be eligible for government-subsidized student places and tuition fees, dependant visa / entry
permit holders who were below 18 years old when first issued with such visa/entry permit by the
Immigration Department of the HKSAR (ImmD) must fulfill both identity document requirements and
residency requirements. Please refer to the information below for details:

() Identity Document Requirements

Applicants must hold a dependant visa / entry permit that remains valid on or after 1 September in the
year in which the applicant’s respective program begins, as well as other relevant identity documents,
such as Hong Kong Identity Card and landing slip.

If an applicant's dependant visa / entry permit will expire on or before 31 August 2027, the applicant
must submit the renewed or updated documents to the Undergraduate Recruitment and Admissions
Office (URAQ) by 16 July 2027 for 2027 admissions exercise to maintain their eligibility status.

() Residency Requirements

In addition to identity document requirements, applicants must fulfill the residency requirements by
residing in Hong Kong for two years immediately preceding the first day of their respective programs.

The Government of the HKSAR put in place a transitional arrangement for the revision of the eligibility
criteria. The residency requirement is set at one year for the 2027/28 academic year (its application
cycle commencing in October 2026), and two years from the 2028/29 academic year onwards:

Admissions Exercise Required Residency Period
2027 One-year transitional period: 1 June 2026 to 31 May 2027
Two-year period ending on 31 May in the year in which the program

2028 onwards
commences

Depending on the applicant's circumstances, fulfilment of the residency requirement can be
demonstrated by either document (a) or (b):

(a) Proof of Studies

Proof that the applicant is enrolled as a full-time student in a school offering a formal curriculum
in Hong Kong recognized by the Education Bureau (EDB), no later than 15 September of each
academic year, for the required residency period ending on 31 May in the year in which the
applicant’s respective program begins.

Applicants should provide the following documents in their applications:

i Proof of enrollment issued by their schools, stating the applicant's actual date of
admission; and
ii. School transcripts.

The following school lists provided by the EDB are schools offering a formal curriculum in Hong
Kong, as updated from time to time:

e Government secondary schools, Government-aided secondary schools, and Private
secondary schools (day schools) (Excluding evening schools and “other” schools)

e Direct Subsidy Scheme (DSS) schools

e International schools / private independent schools / DSS schools offering non-local
curriculum
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https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary-secondary/direct-subsidy-scheme/index/school_list%20_e_tc.pdf
https://internationalschools.edb.gov.hk/en/about/our-schools.html
https://internationalschools.edb.gov.hk/en/about/our-schools.html
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(b) A Statement of Travel Records
For applicants who cannot provide the proof in (a) above, a statement of travel records of the

applicants which can be obtained at a fee from ImmD to demonstrate that the applicant is not
absent from Hong Kong for a maximum of 90 days in each year of required residency period.

Statement of Travel Records required period:

e 2027 Admissions Exercise: 1 June 2026 to 31 May 2027, a maximum of 90 days of absence
from Hong Kong during this period.

e 2028 Admissions Exercise: 1 June 2026 to 31 May 2028
i. A maximum of 90 days of absence from Hong Kong from 1 June 2026 to 31 May 2027; and
ii. A maximum of 90 days of absence from Hong Kong from 1 June 2027 to 31 May 2028.

The number of days of absence from Hong Kong is calculated as follows:

o Same-day travel: Where an applicant departs from and returns to Hong Kong on the same
day, the travel is counted as one day of absence.

o Travel lasting more than one day: the number of days of absence is calculated from the
day of departure from Hong Kong. The day of return to Hong Kong is not counted.

The Statement of Travel Records must be sent directly from ImmD to HKUST on or before 2 July
2027 (based on postmark date).
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